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NINE CREATURES NAMED FOR CELEBRITIES
Originally published in The Blade on Friday, September 5, 2008

Jim Broadbent, left, and Colin 
Firth in When Did You Last See 
Your Father?

SONY PICTURES CLASSICS

ome of history’s most important figures have 
been rewarded with mountains, cities, even 
states that bear their names. Stephen Colbert got 

a spider. The host of The Colbert Report on Comedy
Central recently had a California trapdoor spider, found 
last year, named after him: Aptostichus stephencolberti.

He’s not alone. Rocker Neil Young has a spider 
namesake too. There have been certain rules for naming 
creatures for centuries. The names are Latin and 
bestowed by the biologist or whomever publishes the 
discovery. It turns out that plenty of them have looked to
celebs for inspiration. — Ryan E. Smith
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A slime-mold beetle named for 
President George

W. Bush. Other 
slime-mold 
beetles were 
named for 
Vice 
President 
Dick Cheney 
and former 
Secretary of

Defense 
Donald 

Rumsfeld.

Agathidium bushi. 1
John Lennon doesn’t have a beetle 
named for him as you might expect. 
Instead, the famous Beatle’s 
moniker was 
lent to 
prehistoric 
marine 
creatures 
called 
trilobites, 
as was 
Ringo 
Starr’s.

Avalanchurus lennoni.  2
An endangered marsh rabbit named 
for Hugh 
Hefner, 
founder of 
Playboy 
magazine 
with its 
famous 
bunny 
logo.

Sylvilagus palustris hefneri. 3

The rock star 
Sting, who has 
worked to
preserve 
rainforests, 
saw his name 
used for a
Colombian 
tree frog.

Dendropsophus stingi.4
A cockroach 

named for 
Grateful 

Dead 
icon, 
Jerry 
Garcia.

Cryptocercus garciai. 5
Titanic actress 
Kate Winslet 
had this 
beetle 
named for 
her.

Agra katewinsletae. 6

This flower fly 
found in 
Costa Rica 
is named for
Microsoft 
co-founder 

Bill Gates. 
Another 
carries the

name of 
co-founder 
Paul Allen.

Eristalis gatesi. 8
Comedian John 

Cleese had this 
species of 
lemur, a 
primate named 
after him in 
tribute to his 
promotion of 
the plight of 

the primate in 
the film Fierce 
Creatures and a 
documentary.

Avahi cleesei.9
This sea
snail shares 
a name 
with 
German 
tennis 
great Boris 
Becker.

Bufonaria borisbeckeri.10
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Lame detours 
on the road to 
growing up   
By COLIN COVERT
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)

If you didn’t pay much attention 
to slang in 1994 you might not know 
that “wack” means lame, sorry, weak 
— the opposite of “dope.” In the 
quirky comic drama The Wackness,
that’s how the world looks to 17-year-
old Luke Shapiro (Josh Peck).

His folks fi ght about money all day 
long, he’s not especially popular, and 
he can’t wait to move out. To fi nance 
that goal, Luke is an enterprising drug 
dealer who wheels his wares around 
New York City in an ice cream vendor’s 
pushcart. He’s about to leave behind 
high school and — he hopes — the 
burden of his totally wack virginity.

That sweltering summer before col-
lege, Luke copes with his world-wea-
riness by trading his psychiatrist weed

See WACKNESS, Page 2

Gloomy story 
warms up
at the end 
By CONNIE OGLE
MIAMI HERALD

Based on the memoir by British 
writer Blake Morrison, When Did 
You Last See Your Father? uses its 
title to pose a penetrating question. 
When did you last see the man when 
he was himself — not sick, not fad-
ing, but healthy and vibrant? How 
you answer largely determines how 
you will respond to this gloomy little 
movie, which is frustratingly stagnant 
at times but ultimately a moving story 
about a dying father and the son who 
must come to terms with him.

Colin Firth plays pouty son Blake, 
an award-winning poet who has nev-
er quite forgiven his genial but often 
crass dad Arthur (Jim Broadbent) for a 

See FATHER, Page 2

TO THE NINES

Josh Peck in The Wackness.
SONY PICTURES CLASSICS

The Wackness
Directed by Jonathan Levine. Screenplay 

by Levine. A Sony Pictures Classics  release, 
opening today at Showcase Levis Commons. 
Running time: 92  minutes. Rated PG-13 
for pervasive drug use, language, and some 
sexuality.

Critic’s rating: ooo
Luke Shapiro..........................Josh Peck
Dr. Squires .........................Ben Kingsley
Stephanie .......................... Olivia Thirlby
Union ...........................Mary-Kate Olsen

ooooo Outstanding; 
oooo Very Good; 
ooo Good; oo Fair; o Poor.

When Did You Last 
See Your Father?

Directed by Anand Tucker. Screenplay by 
David Nicholls, based on a book by Blake 
Morrison. A Sony Pictures Classics release, 
opening today at Showcase Levis Commons. 
Running time: 92  minutes. Rated PG-13 for 
sexual content, thematic material, and brief 
strong language.

Critic’s rating: oo
Blake ..................................... Colin Firth
Arthur..............................Jim Broadbent
Teenage Blake ................Matthew Beard

MUSIC

Patty Loveless rebounds 
with ‘Sleepless Nights’ 
By JOHN GEROME
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Starting in 2005, life took a 
hairpin turn for Patty Loveless.

She lost her mother-in-
law, her brother had a stroke, 
and when it seemed things 
couldn’t get much worse, her 
mom died.

She wound up taking a 
three-year break from music.

“I was trying to heal,” Love-
less says softly from the back 
of a dim, empty theater at the 
Country Music Hall of Fame 
and Museum. “And I have to 
say that I thought maybe my 
time had come to put myself 
out in the pasture.” 

But at home in Cartersville, Ga., she began 
listening to lots of old records, stuff she’d 
heard growing up with her family in eastern 
Kentucky.

The music gave her comfort and it gave 
her spark, and before long, Loveless and her 
husband, producer Emory Gordy, Jr., were 
working on an album of country standards.

The disc, “Sleepless 
Nights,” comes out Tues-
day. It features Loveless’ 
crystalline voice on clas-
sics by George Jones, Ray
Price, Webb Pierce, Hank 
Locklin, Porter Wag-
oner and Dolly Parton, the 
Everly Brothers, Hank Wil-
liams, Conway Twitty, Skee-
ter Davis, and Jack Greene.

“Us sitting here at this 
museum, at the Country 
Music Hall of Fame ... it’s our 

heritage, and to pass that on, to be able to do 
music that is appreciated ... I want them to 
appreciate it and have respect for those that 

See LOVELESS, Page 2
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