
merica can be a spooky place, especially around 
this time of year. It’s almost eerie, isn’t it, that we 
live in a country with a Lake Erie and a Cape 

Fear? And that’s not all. Here are nine other places that 
sound ready for Halloween year-round, with details 
provided by local Web sites, historians, and residents
from these areas. (Most populations are their rough
estimates.) Scaredy cats, beware! —  Ryan E. Smith

A

3. Hell, Mich. Pop. 72.
When George Reeves, the 
first settler here, was asked 
what to call his town in
1841, he allegedly threw his
arms up in the air and said, 
“Call it Hell for all I care.
Everyone else does.”

6. Pumpkintown, S.C. Population not 
available. No surprise, this name stuck
thanks to a man in the 1700s who noted the 
pumpkins growing in the soil here.

7. Transylvania, La. Pop.: 938. Dr. W.L. Richards 
bought a large amount of land here in the 19th century 
and decided to name his town after Transylvania 
University, the school he attended in Kentucky.

8. Tombstone, Ariz. Pop. 
1,504. An old mining camp, 
this city’s slogan is: The 
Town Too Tough to Die. In 
1877, Ed Schieffelin named 
his first claim the Tomb-
stone after he left a fort to 
prospect and his comrades 
told him he’d find his
tombstone rather than
silver.

9. Skull Valley, Ariz. 
Pop.: 450. Popular lore 
says that the name 
dates back to 1864 
when the first white
settlers entered the 
area and discovered 
piles of bleached 
human skulls that 
were left behind after
a battle between two
Native American 
tribes.

2. Witch Lake, Mich. 
Pop.: 200. The area got its
name from a lake that is 
shaped like a witch.

4. Devils Lake, Mich. Pop. 
2,080 (including Manitou 
Beach). One story tells how 
Native Americans decided 
the lake here was home to a 
devil that claimed the life of 
their princess, an expert
swimmer, after she went
swimming and was never 
seen again.

5. Bat Cave, N.C. Pop. 300.
This place is named for Bat 
Cave, home to thousands of 
bats and the largest known 
granite fissure cave in North 
America.

1. Frankenstein, Mo.
Pop. 50. One theory is 
this German Catholic 
settlement got its name 
from Gottfried Franken,
who donated land for a
new church in 1873 
(stein means stone in 
German). A few years 
ago, parachuters dressed 
as Frankenstein’s 
monster descended on 
the town to promote the 
re-release of Young 
Frankenstein.

By RAFER GUZMAN
NEWSDAY

Just as Steven Soderbergh’s Ocean’s 
Eleven and its sequels seem distinctly 
American, refl ecting the glitz and 
ersatz class of Las Vegas, so Guy 
Ritchie’s crime capers feel distinctly 
British. His latest, RocknRolla, set in 
the greasy streets and smoky pubs 
of London, lacks the glamour of 
George Clooney and Brad Pitt, 
but it compensates with plenty of 
rough humor, bruising action, and 
a wicked dark streak.

Crime caper’s action makes 
up for missing plot

RocknRolla
Directed and written by Guy Ritchie. A 

Warner Brothers Pictures release, opening today 
at Cinemas De Lux Franklin Park and Showcase 
Cinemas Levis Commons, and rated R for 
pervasive language, violence, drug use, and 
brief sexuality. Running time: 114 minutes.

Critic’s rating: ooo
One Two ......................Gerard Butler
Stella ...................... Thandie Newton
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BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Others may regard them in a less 
complicated way, but I wonder 
whether Angelina Jolie ever has mixed 
feelings about her lips. They hog the 
limelight just by being there, daring 
moviegoers not to take her acting tal-
ent seriously.

In various, slightly parted poses of 
defi ance or nine kinds of sultriness, 
the Jolie kisser has been deployed by
studio marketing departments every 
which way. And with Jolie done up like 
a melancholy Edward Hopper fi gure, 
her eyes downcast, her lips are the vi-
sual focal point of the ad campaign for 
the new Clint Eastwood fi lm, Change-
ling, which is a little odd, considering 
the wrenching subject matter.

The fi lm, based on Southern Cali-
fornia’s infamous Wineville chicken 
coop murders of the late 1920s, is a 
good, solid addition to the 78-year-
old Eastwood’s directorial career. 
From a forlorn young boy’s doom-
tinged farewell to his mother near the 
beginning, to the precise moment (on 
the “Silent Night” lyric “mother and 
child”) a heinous predator dies on 
the scaffold near the end, Eastwood, 
working from a script by J. Michael 
Straczynski, tells a painful true story 
neatly and well, with one foot in 
rousing Hollywood melodrama and 
the other in a story that resists tidy 
resolution.

In 1928, Walter Collins, 9, disap-
peared from the Los Angeles-area 
home he shared with his mother, 
Christine.

Five months later, another boy 
claiming to be the son of Christine 
Collins was reunited with his doubt-
ing mother in a highly public way by 
the Los Angeles Police Department. 
Collins said bunk: The boy is some-
one else’s.

The police, ruled with murderous 
impunity by Chief James E. “Two 
Guns” Davis, were not interested in 
any more bad publicity and summar-
ily tossed Collins in the psychiatric 
ward of the county hospital under a 
Code 12 violation. Feminine hysteria 
was the crime, in so many words. Only 
the newfound boy’s admission of guilt 
freed her (it plays out somewhat dif-
ferently in the fi lm). The facts are 
cloudy, but Walter Collins’ abductor 
appears to have been Gordon North-
cott, whose Riverside County ranch 
held the remains of various missing 
persons.

It’s grim stuff, and Changeling ex-
cludes the worst of it, perhaps to give 
the audience a break (what’s left out 
of the script relates to sexual moles-
tation, as well as the involvement of 
Northcott’s mother), perhaps to avoid 
comparisons with Eastwood’s Mys-
tic River. The script emphasizes the 
triumph of one woman’s campaign 
against the law-enforcement offi -
cials who shut her away in hopes of 
shutting her up. Jolie, rail-thin, plays 
Collins as a feral crusader for justice. 
In a largely expository role, John Mal-
kovich portrays Rev. Gustav Briegleb, 
Collins’ partner in exposing the venal-
ity of the local police.

Jolie brings out the best in the script 
and transcends its limitations. She’s 
spectacularly effective in the most 
intense blowouts — there’s an Oscar-
clip dilly with Jolie and Jason Butler 

MOVIES

T O  T H E  N I N E SMOVIES

Eastwood,
Jolie make
a good team

By ROGER MOORE
THE ORLANDO SENTINEL

The “it” boy of 
crude comedy, 
Seth Rogen, loses 
some of his comic 
heat when he 
teams up with the 
guy who invented 
the genre, Kevin 
Smith, in Zack 
and Miri Make a 
Porno. It’s a raun-
chy R-rated farce 
(appealed from 

an NC-17) in the standard Smith style 
— comical sex talk with the women just 
as dirty as the guys, dated pop culture 
references, a big gross-out moment, 
and an endless litany of sex jokes.

But it’s a slow-footed fi lm that con-
fi rms that Smith may never be able to 
lift his game to that 40-Year-Old Virgin
level of heart and romance. He’s just 
too juvenile to pull it off.

Art imitates porn in this dully shot 
and edited comedy about a couple of 

desperate platonic roommates (Rogen 
and Elizabeth Banks) who decide to 
do a cheap porno together to make the 
rent. When Zack jokes that their high 
school classmates are one target audi-
ence, and doing a spoof of Star Wars 
will give them another, he’s breaking 
down Smith’s marketing scheme. Put 
“porno” in the title and Star Wars in the 

See ZACK, Page 2

Nothing very funny about  
Seth Rogen’s crude comedy

Changeling
Directed by Clint Eastwood. Screenplay 

by J. Michael Straczynski. A Universal 
Pictures release, opening today at Cinemas 
De Lux Franklin Park and Maumee and 
Showcase Cinemas Levis Commons and 
Fallen Timbers, and rated R for some 
violent and disturbing content, and 
language. Running time: 141 minutes.

Critic’s rating: ooo
Christine Collins ...............Angelina Jolie
Walter Collins .................. Gattlin Griffi th
Rev. Gustav Briegleb .....John Malkovich

ooooo
Outstanding; 
oooo
Very Good; 
ooo Good; 
oo Fair;
o Poor.

Zack and Miri 
Make a Porno

Directed and written by Kevin Smith. 
A Weinstein Company release, opening 
today at Cinemas De Lux Franklin Park and 
Showcase Cinemas Levis Commons, and 
rated R for strong crude sexual content 
including dialogue, graphic nudity, and 
pervasive language. Running time: 111 
minutes.

Critic’s rating: oo
Miri ................................. Elizabeth Banks
Zack....................................... Seth Rogen
Lester ................................. Jason MewesSeth Rogen

See ROCKNROLLA, Page 2

Thandie 
Newton. 

WARNER 
BROS.

Angelina 
Jolie in 

Changeling.

UNIVERSAL 
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